vilo SIGNIFICANCE OF DREAMS IN THE—RAwAvana Aa EA 


da q ET e e ma me e m O n y 0 E o nn en 


LiTE RAT UAE 


j : SATYA VART Sua SIA 


fhe dream is an im.ortant motif in ansient Sanskrit literature. 
IL figures -vominently in many a vork whero it is used as an indicator of 
oniug events, good or bada There had developed in the oncicut period 

in Tudio a regular selence ol dreams, hero were baopt= versed in tor- 

preting then to whom poola repaired for getting thg iloaning of ope 

and having an idea of what they signified. Thio vas necessary because . 
many a time the evonts in droams wore indicated through symbols and 
Eve direatly es mae to be related to thon Surough proper inter- 
pretatione Henee tho nocd of intermediorics. Sometinos the voohle could 
theunelvar intersret them on the basis of the traditional knowledge. 
They could also do so on the basis of their mental state after the 
dvcans, If they folt uneasy, their niad and heart heavy, they took 

the droim to Torchode sono evil, If they felt happy and light, thoy 


tod the dream to indicate something goods 


the dream sequence occuro in the Valmiki Ramayana twice, once in 
7 case of R arata and the othor time in the casa of fri Jats, . Alter 


%,, 


éoxathe had died and his b ody placed in an oil container by ministers, 


Messengers vere despatehed to Kelcaya boat hasta bring Bharata back 
ie a“ 

rs, R <4 —, nn 
to perform táe/obaoquios of bobars ha’ Nr in the absonae 


of Rane and Lakes sana ha @lone could ae end to asgume the rolas 3 
of office to avoid tha kingdom from B13 ping into anarchy. The very 

geet tho nosscngerox Bumrkz entered the capital of Kokeya, Bhatata saw 

a vorrible dreama After it ho felt very unhappy. “othing asomed to a peal 

to hime Mis friends noticing his torment tried to beguile him but the 

foreboding of sone coning evil would just not CNE kin, He told his 

friends of what he hal scan, He had seen hia father soiled and with 

unkempt hair falling from the top of a mountain inte a fool of oowdung 

and while swiiamdag init drinking oil again and acaina He then helsod 

hinself with sesame seeds and cooked rice, til odana and with his body 


Da Ce ei 


Donsaared with oil ran in oil. Ho next saw the ocean sucked dry und 

the moon fellon on the carth with the whole world engulfed in a sort 

of durlnous, Cho next Boono wae that of a royal alobhant with its ie 
tusk broken to plocom, the flaming fire suddenly extinguished, the 4 A 
garth cracked may the trova dried, the riountaine in disarray and in i 
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unoka, the dark and brown Jadiea sitting on a dask Iron steal and in 
dark attire hitting himello farther hie father in red garments hurrying 
to the southern quarter in a chariot drawn by assos, A domon lady in 
red clothon with hideous looks waa dragging him, Sho lookog like 
laughing., With this droam Bharata was apprehending the death of any 
of the four 3 Dadaratha, Rama, laksmana or km himselfs 

evan etan maya dratam inām ratrim bhayavaham | 

ahan Ramo 'thaya rajaJakenano va narisyati 

Aftor tha droam Bharata vas just a bundle of nerves, with his throat 
drying up and his mind totally uneasy. Since ho was quite unaware of the 
goings on in Ayodhya, he could not make out as to what evil could befall 


anybody. Dut then tho dream tas precisely indicatiod that. He lost his 
lutre, his voice sank, Whatever other indications, he knew this much 


seen to "day 'at least that “anybady/going in a chariot drawn by asses has his si ake 


Uno by = 


ivory/ 


arising out of. the five before longs The dream, therefore was indicative 

of the death o:f somebody, Bharata lost his equanimity. And it was in 
that state that he reached Ayodhy8 e T,2 dream seened to prepare hin for 

the harsh reality that he was to face some time later. 

who othor dr.an, as said earlier, is which Trijata, one of the 

domonoss ze guards” sita sees in the Adoka Vatikä, After Ravana had, 
failed to win over sita, the deroness guards threatened her with dire 
consequences for spurning his overturese T peir harsh words and throatening 
»oaturen co unnerved hor that she thought of ending hor lifes At that . 
crucial riomeat an elderly demonosa guard of the namo of Tri jata gave 
a bit of hor mind to her other companions and told them of the dream 
that she had seen the »revicua nicht. She had seon in it Rama in white 
dress and with white garlands cone with Laksmana in a divine/olanquia 

drawn in the mid-air by a thousand horses and "sta united with him’ 

like the light with the sun on a white mountain surrounded by a seas 

ext scone in tho dream was that of Rama soving about with Laksmana 

on a four=tuskod mighty alojhant. “oth the brothers then camo to sita 
in white dress and with white garlands. Sita then clined u, the front 

uart of tho aerial elexhant which Rama was ridings She, aitor that, . 
jumped up and wiped with her hands the sun and the moon, The elephant 
carrying the two brothers and Sita then camo to position itoolf above = 
Lanka in a chariot drawn by eight white bullockas Trijata had seen in 
the droam Rama in tho aerial oar Puspalca Rama with his brother Laksmana ia 
and wife Sita. She had also Aäue devouring all the three worlds with- u. 
e thing moving and unmoving, Next she had seen a white gountain 

come u» in tho midst of the milk ocean witha four-tusked mighty j 
elephant on ita top ox whose back van seated Rama with Lak aone nc 
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She Ned further ne: n Roma with hi: 


both with weters of all the holy placce., 411 the pels bowed te hin. 


He vas äccom,cnicd with fila, in white dress onu with "lite garlands. 


co whom ali Lhe Coeds, the Siddh Gs 


, dled by Dratmz, paid ebeirunce. Next to this 


a him „Tocceding to the north in the company of Laksmana 


and Sita in the aerial car the Puspaka. 


With Pavone it Was ontirely differcat, 


his vas wi 


“he hed seen him vith shaven head, bathed in oil, in reg Crees, drinkin, 


state of intoxication with a carland of the Naravira lovers. 


Gar, 
Ne had sli oped from the Scriul, the ¿uepalta, ond in black dress vag 


NES 


dvarred by a woman. with rcá garlands and ungucnts he, Gdrint:ing oil and 


ig in confused mind, was proceeding to the southern 
t drawn Lby/cosxk. lle was seen next drobzins down 


Tron the ass. Ec Get up after that Scäred and uneasy, beside himself 


With intoxication, hurling abuses in a state of nudity. He hag entered 


T filth, unbearable and of foul smell an cot drowned 


into a mire oj 
it. Ne then :as seen Eroceeding to the southern quarter and entering 


into 2 mudless Eeni pond. A dark woman in red clothes with her limbs 


Soiled with mud vas dragging him to the southern cuarter., Sirilarly | 
1e had seen Kumbhakarna and all the sons of Ravana with shaven heads. 
and bathed in oil. Rävana had pope ri ding a boar, Theragjit a gan 90 Se purpal 


Sud Nunbhakerna a Camel to the southern Guarter. The next Scene vas 


ihat of Lank@ with its broken Sopura and arches Siring into tue OC Cite 
¿hn deawezesses of that city who had drunken oil and who were 
Aushter andvere in a state of intoxication she had 


with Kumbhakarna and other’ 


ing out loud 1 


rominent demons. All this seen in a drcan, says, Trijatz, had convinced 


A a = ant _ 5 . Bai 
“er that Rama would recover Sita end Ravana would meet his hemysis. She 


advised the demoness Guards to d esist from threatening sita “ane be 


: 5 = fe 
at peace with her, “he dream came as a creat consolation Fer ¢ 


1 made her resile from the extreme thought of ending her life under 


the esychological pressure put on her by the dezoness guards., She vas 
Jed to believe that all was not lost for her and that she could enter 
Ya all her trials 


tain hone of a bright future ana that all her niser 
uld put us 


and tribulations, were a tem.orary phenomenon which she co 


with fortitude for sone time more. 
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Since the Räma story hae boon told by many fritera, apart from 
Valmlkd, and in many countries, it haa come to agoume varied forms 
and contours. A number of new incidents have come to be ¿ncorporated 


into it and the sequence of many of them changed, The dream sequence 
has also had its share of changes / 


Taking up the Rimacaritamanasa of Tulasidas we find that it too \ 
makes a reference to two dreams of whioh only one, the drean of Trijata 
is common with Valmiki, And the other one fe entirely news Thore is | 
nothing of Byaratats droam there. Instoad there ie mention of a dream of 
Sita, Ac .er the story there Bharata along with the Ayodhya eithzenry | 


was procceded to Pahoavati to bring Rama back, Tho right preceding the 
morning Mharata was nearing it, sita had droan which ehe recounted to 
na. Sko had seen in it Bharata having com: thera (Citrkuta) with 
a macs of people who appeared to her to be sad, sorrowful and afflicted, 
She bed also seon the mothere-ln-law in an&dtt2mrsek abnormal mood» 
On hearing of the dream Rama's eyea wero filled with toara and he told. 
Lakomane that the dream vas not good and forehode s¥kix listening to 
a bad neige 
The dream of Trijata in essentiala is the same an in Valnika 

but lacks its detail and fineese, Tt is dlamianed Aust in four couplets 
of vhich only tuo are dovotod to its desoription. Trijata sees in the 
dream a nonkey burning lonka and killing its entire domon aray. Sha also 

sees shavan-headud naked Ravana with his scored of arma scvored riding 
an asde lio ls seen proceeding to tha southern quarter in that statee 
Lanka seems to pass o1 to Ji »hisana. Ramate nome goca round the city 
and 2 at his bidding sita is despatched to kin, Trijata tells the other 
demonecses vho had been threatening Sita that her dream is sure to 
como true And that too before longs, On hearing this the demonesses 
got scared and neunkrakmixkefenexkms fell at her feat. 


Trijata's dream also finds mention in the _Rambyaga o of Kamban, 
the only dream roforrod to by him. Yt has ite peoultarity ty in tha way it 
lo introduced, Trijeta tells sita that she soes no dream; sho is 
aluays thinking of Rama while she (trijata) has seen one wherein she 
has seen Ravana on an ass baing led to the southern quarter by a dark | 
woman, Tye description de more or k less the same as in Valmiki though 
very much shorter, only a couple of stanzas boing devoted to it, K 


the Assamese Ramayana in both its parta, the part from Book two 
to six known as the e Satkända Ramayana by Madhava Kandali and the part 
com rising Book one by Madhavadeva has reference to dreams. In Book 
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Ono, the Aas Kanda Kausalyd and the other qusone ef Dañaratía are 
naid bo have meen a droam bofore the birth of Rita, Shay ahy tha tee 
with conch, discus, meve and lotua arpoaring before thom, The Lord's 
vehlolu Garuda had winga of gold. Tye lord vas pitting on his (daruda's) 
back like a massive aloud on the mownt Morfu and was illumining all tho 
quarters, “he yellow robo on Eio dark: body shone like lightning gn ae 
a dark cloud. The neoklace round His neck and the golden cloth around . ` 
lis waist vere covoring His body with the brillíance of the full moone 
Wis eyes were liie blooming lotusea. Tha ornaments on His body shone like 
otaro in the clear sky, His smile van a fountain of nectar. He was looking 


at the threo queens with great joys 


In Book two by Madhava Kandali there in reference to the dream 
of Bharata which in ite description is very similar to thg ‚dasori:- 
iou-of Valmiki, Bharata in his dream is said to have osen tho moon 
iniling from tho firmament on tha earth, the oceang baing sucked dry 
by tho evil Rahu, a mighty flash of lightning from a aloudleon sky 
eiriking tho oarth and shattering it into innumerable »ieces, Bharata saw 
has father wearing hlood=soaked clothes, Ilia whole body Joked weak 
and he was being dragged towards the soutkern quarter by some unseen 


i 
forcon. He also saw his fatherta body submyrged in a tank oron 


Now coming to RSNayanas outside ef India, we find that there ig 


mantion of one droan in tha Thai Dania? yana callod tas Ramakion, 


After Rarasa— had- renovated’ Lanta subse quont to it a des burniag by 

Ranuman, Ravana had a droam uhorein ho saw two hawke, one black and 

the other white, fighting. In the Pight the whiteona killed the bik : 
the black one. After that he say hinsel? pouring oil in a coconut shell 

end putting a wick in ite Agszoon as he did that, a lady Siguiomxcikxxxx 

=x A = 
ANNE AECA 
ERA from somewhere mada cama | 


A-sugson-A.ncaranga there and lighted the wick which gradually burnt 


the shell a The fire having consumed it touched Ravanats hand which 
vas holding it (the shell) and he got ub in alarm The next morning 
ho askod his brother Vibhisana who was well-versed in the science of 
droana to interpret the drom to hime Vibhiaana told him that the drean. 
was bichly inauspiciouse The two hawks, he explained, synbolized the oa 
tvo advercartes, the white one Rama und the dark one Ravana, The killing 
of the black one by the white ono Bymbolized the death of Rävana i i 
at the hands of Kamae The coconut shell symbolized the eitytef Lanka 


and tho burning of the ‚shell represented ita destrustion, The oil 


eee 


eee ee 


thoir slater irpayakhS, the roct cause of all trouble: After 
ee y advined Rivarn to return Sita to Ena 
nreting the oArgan a y yah) nana advi 
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headline ls (he Saat un REA pa ive. 4 
am dopictad IO lene eons p ob ra Bey in Bag f 
lhe pld E er et Jaos, Palo (Vater ae 
ei be a dream. Gang Airadsi, Live toten © 5 
mwa (egal grandmother of Hanung ht 
in dream one aisht. HR In comin to now thea ER 
Gn howe yu Rene onde row heaven and 
» which zesults in the birth of Pati (Vas mm), 
¿big motir of nern love in irean ly pok Ames 
hehe ba 
of ihe thousand-araecd denong king kna Seas E 


9 og RSS Was SER Si oho noS a 
ho an Uy ia Your? man vio de (Say Sth Ne 
a 


rita too where Usd, Cii 


wight wheyein 
foun: ses to be kke Amis 


_Lorse—toe—her—4 ROS. 


Brom ww los been gala Sblovg, iv vol TECG 
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incre is -eference to dream in the context of the Rama 
story in the Mahābhārata too. Rama is shown the e to sleep 
on a bed of the Kuga gress on the ses shore to propitiate 
the sea to make way for his monkey army. The sea appears ad] 
before him in dream and advises him to ask a monkey of the NA 
name of Nale to bufla a causeway on the waters. Raga follows 
the edvice end asks Nala to protced with the construction 
of the causeway which the latter dutifully carries out. 


While referring to the Mahabharata in the context 
o? the Rama story, it may not be out of point to haye a 
look into it for other references to dreams. In the Vanapervan 
of the said work there is a mention of a very interesting 
dream. As the Pandevas had st a long in the Dvaitavana, 
o forest of thet nanes they must have slaughtered a large 
number of doer. 15 is said one night guasa the remainin s 
oneseppeared before Yudhisthira in dream aná appealed to 
hin to shift to some other imandr place , lest they were to 
be completely wiped out. Yudhisthra taking pity on them 
told his brothers of the dream the nexs morning and moved 
over 50 the Kamyaka foreste 


There is reference in the Mahebhareta to a dream Le 
in the context of kim Jayadratha, the brother-in-law of <3 
Duryodhena, withstanding the onslausht of the Pandava armye 
it is said that having su’fared humiliation at the hands 
of Bhimesena, a Pandavaf brother, while abducting Draupadi 
he vactised severe penance to propitists Lord Siva who 
tsk taking vity on him appeared before him one night in 
dream end at his request srenteá him the boon that he 
woule be able to hold back the Pandave emmy brothers 

except Arjuna. It was because of this boon and the power 
of bis divine weapons that he was eble to held back tie 
Rxuiimexmeny singlehandedly the Fenieva army which wes 
following Abhimanyu who hed entered into the Kaurava 
forces after piercing through the cyclic formation, the 
Vekravyuha, which had ultimately led to his fall, 


In the Santiparvan in answer to a query by 
as to the attainment of which of the three 


of a Brahmin. It is said that the Brakmin 
over to Dharma with a worldly an anna 


£0 Se owe wet Sale Bat a 
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Kundadhera, en ettendant of the go s and thin ing a 
that he would be able to fulfil his desire worshipped hin. P 
His worship propitiated Kundadhara. Through his grace he i 
(the Brahmin) saw in é dream one Manibhadra who vas in= 
trođucing the supplicants to gods who would then bestow on 
them riches and kingdäns. While this was on, Kundadhara 
prostreted befors Manibhadra and told him that he had come 
to him with a request for the Brahmin. Be told him that 
it was not money for him that he was approaching him. What 
he wanted for hin was that he should engage himself in 
Dherma. Manübh2dra told him that the gods wr: e pleased with 
him and the Brahmin and that he would surely be a Dharmatman 
devoted to Dharma. The Brahmin due having developed indifferen 

worldly objects and the grace of the gods entered a 
forest and began to practice hard penance. After he had 
gone on with it for quite some time, he came to have the 
feeling that ha should be in 2 position to offer wealth 
to whonsoever he would be pleaged with and that he should 
not fail in his words. He then started the penance again. 
Second time he had the feeling that he should be in a 
position to offer kingaom to whomsoever he vould te pleased 
with and that his words should not fail hin. At this moment 
Kundedhare. impelled by his penance and the feeling of 
friondship towerds him appeared before him and showed him 
thousands of kines rotting in hell. He than alse showed him 


te me 


de 
GO 


the destre, the anger, the grrody the fear, the sleen, the 
lasaiimdo and laginess which wre encircling the people. The 
gods were afraid of the humen beings and 211 those, the 
desire, the anger, ete. put impediments at thextusteerexet 
time their (gods!) mix insfance in the way of the humans 
attaining divinity. The Breimin then fell at the feet of 
Kundedhare for all that he had done for hin. He had been 
pigued at his attitude cerlder, Ho bags apologies of him. 
Iheve already forgiven you, saying this yam Kundadhara 
@isappoerse 

In the Anusesanaporvan, bie Bnisma while stressing 
the importance of the gifting of gola recounts to Yydhi~ 
sthirse in answer to his query an old incident which has a 
reverence to dreeme He tells him thet when his (Bhisr 
father Santanu had died , he (Bhisma) wanted to perfe 
Sreddha, a funeral rite A in honour of the ¢ 


relating Bar, sae A Lor, ¿ho Ca TRIS By A de tis 7 en 
place from where the river Ganga eners the plei 


Gy eae 
spread the Tusa ‘rass and started making offerin s. e 
Strangely enough, an arm pierced through the grass | 
bed to receive the offerings which quite baffled him. 

The dead forefathers do not receive the offerings in person; 
ergued km he to himself. Ignoring the arm he continued 

with the time-honoured practice of placing the offerings 
on the grass. He had a dream later at the end of which 
the forefathers showed themselves up to him . Expressing 
their pleasure at his steadfariness to tradition, they 
advised him to offer gold in place of xk land or Cowse 
This would cleanse them as also their ancestors. Gold is 

a great purifies. It purifies the ten preceding and the 
game number of succeeding generetions of one who offers ite 
The dream ending there, Bnisma geksxum got up and turned 
his mind in making an offering of gold. 


The last time a dream finds mention in the 
Mahabherata is in its lest Book the Harivamsa. Usa, the 
demon king Bana , goes to a river benk, She notices there 
Lord sive enjoying himself with his consort Parvati. Usa 
thought Parvati to Ye very lucky in enjoying pleasures of 
married life in the company of her husbend. Farveti 
sensing her feeling told her that she too would have an 
enjoyment like this before longe This set Usa athinking. 
She now started waiting for the happy occasion. Haimavati, 
a nymph, who also happedned to be around, told her laughingly 
that the man who would make love to her in the xido 
tweifth night of the month of thm Vaisakna would be her 
husband. Things happened the way the nymh had described » 
Exactly on the twelfth night when Usa was asleep in her 
palace an exceptionally handsome men made love to Rer 
ij dream. She got up ell aghast with her virginity gone 
Totally disconsolate she was ab her witts end.She had a 
friend in a nymph called Citralekha. S he called for her 
and placéd before her predicament. She had absolutely no 
idea of the identity of the man who had made love to her. 
Everything had happened in dream. The resourceful Citra- 
lekha solved the problem for Usa by drawing the portraits 
of all the important men, divine, semi-divine end human 
who could be powerful and strong enough to make way to 
epertment of Usa by breaking through the almost in 
barriers to it in the capital city of Sonitasura of | 
hans and nen Leather, BARR tha I Apes S 
for this onerous task. She showed all the portre it: 
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to her. Among them she = could recognize the man who 
who had been united with her in dream in the night. He 
was Aniruddha, the son of Pradyumma and the srandson of 
Krsna. Citralekha used all her stratagems to bring him 
over ka from his habitat in Dvaraka to to the palace of 
Usa in Sonitapura to unite him with Usa, 


there is Ram. st ory in the Yoravagigtha | 500 the cute 
ship of which tradition ascribes to the-same Valmiki whe 
hed—composed the—woll-Imown Ramayana, It is a highlyphilo= 
sophical work of Advaita or monism in the firm of long 


plana y conversation(Rama and his preceptor Vasistha who instructs 


the former in the mpkeemt ephemeral nature of the universe 
which acccording to him is nothing but a lengthy dream. 
What does exist in reality is the omnivresent indefinable 
ontlvy called cit or consciousness which assumes different 
forms and causes es different notions. When one in dream a city 

it is mk cne's own consciousness only that assumes the 
form of the city and if the dream city has the eitizens, it 

is agein his own conscicusness that has assumed the form of 
the citizens. So long as a dream persists, everything 
appears to be real, one feels pleasure and pain, one laughs 

and cries in reaction to certain situstions. The reaction 

could be very strange. One can even one's own self dying, 
svapne svamaranam . If everything seen y heard and experienced 
in dream could be unreal, so can everything heard, seen and 
experienced in the world could be so until the realization 

f the self. In this strain goes Vasistha's long oration 
to Rama. 

Coming to later literature, we find dream reformed to 

in the Svapnavasavadatta of Bnasa, the earliest of the 
komn Sanskrit playwrights, which has the word svapna, ` 
dream, in it. As the story goes, a king of the name of 
Udayana is falsely informed of the denth of his wife 
Vasavadette/in a fire accident in his absence in a village 
he had been camping in to facilitate his marriage for 
political reasons with the Magadha princess Padmivati. A 
minister of Udayana posing as a Brahmin and describing 
Vasavadatta as his sister places (Vésavadett8) under the 
custody of Padmavati before her marriage with Udayana, 
A fow days after the marriage while Udayena is st 
the in-laws Padmevati falls 111, Udayana cone, 
after her health does not find her in th ) 

ca f TOP Rt va E Suse Wi Dis itized eo a bed E 
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He waits for her on the bed and falls asleep after a whi Es : 
The chamber being too cool for him he covers his head 


a sheet. In the meantime comes there Vasavadatta precisely — : 
for the same, the purpose of enquiring after the health 
of the princess. Mistaking the sleeping kine for Padma- 
vati she lies by her side to indicate her feeling of 
intimacy with her. The king hepvens to be seeing a dream 
at thot time, "0 Vasevadatta, speaks aloudd he in dream. 
Startled Vasatetta who had been living incognito with 
Pedmaveti jumps up from the bed to save the stratagem 
of the minister but before going of the chamber feels it 
proper to place on the bed the arm of the king hanging 
ar Grek [Eronga As soon as she has done so, she rushes out wish 
the sleepy king awekened by her touch following her end 
hitting himself against a wall. Vasavadatta is soon 
out of his reach J.oaving confused and confoméed, the 
thrill of the touch of her hendl?oreing hin itexeing 
to believe that whatever he had experienced was a facb 
ane not an Bi end that Vasayadatta was still alive, 
result of +1) this is thet when Vasavadatta finally 
appears before $: “he does not take long to accept her 
actua? existence. The dream and the subsequent touch 
had left a lurking suspician in his mind thet Vasavatatta 
was alive and not dead as if had been made out publicly, 


EA faim ee 


From what has been said above it should be T 
clear that in the Sanskrit literature, particularly E 
if the two great E the Ramayana and the Maha»: 


hand of the coming meer good or bad, ee 
fort and discomfort as per the situation and show — 
im the path te-befollowea if thenax aa difficul: 
to sheer Clear of them. They are a good study 


sr ren“ 


CC-O. Prof. Satya Vrat Shastri Collection. Digitized By Siddhant 


